A   DAY   S   WORK   AT   NEYYOOR
are fit and well to-day. Fortunately, the results of the
operation .we perform for duodenal ulcer are very good
indeed, and at least four out of every five patients are
permanently relieved of aU pain, while the majority of the
remainder are very greatly benefited. Moreover, the death-
rate of the operation is little more than i per cent. The
village vaittyans treat it with their branding-irons, and
the majority of gastric cases who come to Neyyoor have
scars on their tummies from this barbarous and useless
treatment. We add one more scar—the scar of the opera-
tion, performed under an anaesthetic and entirely devoid
of pain, which cures the disease. The people of the villages
used to think that our operation consisted of making a
hole in the stomach to let the devil out; so we built a
gallery at the end of our operating theatre, and in it we
allow anyone who likes—patients, relations, or others—to
see the operations. By this time, many thousands have
seen us at work, and know that a surgical operation is a
careful and intelligent procedure. Moreover, they have
been shown the disease inside, and been given an explana-
tion of how the operation cures it, Thus not only have
we spread a little knowledge among the people around, but
they have learned to come to us for treatment far earlier
than was their custom in the past. Whilst people with
such diseases as cancer used to apply to us for relief when
in an altogether hopelessly inoperable and incurable con-
dition, they are now coming far more often in an early
stage of their disease and going home cured, with a good
prospect of a happy and healthy life in front of them.
That leads us to the second of the diseases which we
are most constantly having to relieve—cancer. In 1934,
out of just over two thousand major operations of all sorts
performed at Neyyoor, 590—nearly one-third—were for
cancer. Yet the other day I read an article in a reputable
medical journal which based its chief conclusions on the
so-called " fact " that cancer is non-existent in the Oriental
races. The type of cancer we most frequently have to deal
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